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the safe, literally, the no-whence-fear; Anut-
tara yogaJcJchema, the beyond-less security.

Taking all these ideas covered by the word
Nibbana together, we discern that the Budd-
hist attitude towards the goal of its Dhamma
is one that the West has found it easier to call
pessimistic than to sympathize withal. The
sublimest aspiration is centred on a state of
moral and intellectual purity, in this life,
with which is bound up the blissful certainty
that death, coming in the natural course of
things, will, this time, no more be the threshold
of new life anywhere in time or space ! For
the very great number of persons to whom
eternal life of the soul in a celestial sphere is
the only real solution worth entertaining, the
Buddhist ideal seems hopeless. It is only
natural and even almost necessary for those
who see, in the individual life, something
begun, spiritually speaking, only when a
living soul is breathed into embryo or new-
born babe by a creative spirit, and which
enters, after only one death, on an eternal
career, to claim for this soul extended ex-
periences and opportunities on the other side.
But for the Buddhist the individual is now in
eternity, has ever been so, and will so continue,
when reborn, unless and until he find the way
to suspend the causes of rebirth. There is
nothing joyless or hopeless about death and
after, for all sincerely good Buddhists.
Visions, vague and airy, as with us, of long-
lived bliss, as well as of rebirth on earth,